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RITISH NATION. 


Am tracing the Diffenters in England 

to their true Original, which I have 

plac’d in the impolitick Contrivances 
of a Party to drive them from the Ghurch: 
This has unhappily thrown in my way a 
Thing, 1 had rather fhould be bury’d in Si- 
lence, as the Shame and Reproach of thofe 
Times, I mean, the Book of Sports, which 
was firft fet on Foot by King Fames I. and 
after reviy’d in the Reign of his unfortunate 


Son. 7 F 
The firft Ecclefiaftical Violence founded on 


this wicked Ba fis, was the Bifhops enjoyning 


the Clergy to read it in their Pulpits. 
Iconfels, .it has been often Matter of 
Wonder to me, the Clergy had no more 
Cunning at that Time for let them be what 
elfe they will, we have feldom found them 
Fools, and generally {peaking, when any 
Work was to be doue, which would bring 
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Danger or Difficulty with it, the Cl 
us’d to fhift it off from themfelves, ied 

But here lies the very Myftery, and: this 
will unfold the horrid Clue, and convince 
the World, the Diffenters did net {crupue 
loufly quit their Communion with theChurch 
for Trifles and indifferent Thiags, but were. 
furioufly and violengly driven eut of it, by 
impofing that apen them, which ne ferious 
Chriftian could ot omght to comply with to 
fave his Life. Ee she 

‘I cannot have & little Charity, but to. 
believe of the prefent Clergy of the Church 
of England, that it a Preclamation to licenfe 
the prophaning the Lerds-Day, fhould be of-. 


fer’d-them to read in the Churches, and. 


thereby make themfelves acceflary to the 
monftrous Crime, there are Hundreds of 
them fo confcientious, fe zealous for Re- 


formation, and fo fincerely, pious, they. 
would; 


Upon the forcing this Crime, impofing 
the Reading this horrid Book. in Defiance 
of God’s Command, to fanétifie the Sabbath, : 
or Man’s Conftience in obferving it, Abun- 
dance of the beft Minifters ef the Church of 


England were depriv'd of their Livings, 


turo’d out of rare Pulpits, aad lefe to feek 
their Bread, and'thus they became Diffen- 
ters 3 others, who had quitted the Cere> 
monies in Queft ofa greater Purity of Wor- 
fhip, and were therefore cal’d Puritans, 
joyning with thefe, they all embrac’d the 
fame Term, atid fo every one that could not 


_ facrifize his Coafcience to the Prophanefs and 


abominable Dekauchery of che Times, were 
caft out of the Church————Thus I fay, 
"tis apparent, they were driven out of the 
‘Church, they did not wilfally feparate on fri- 
volous and weak Pretences, but were forc’d 
outon juftifiable Scrupies, and fuch as would 
now make Diffentets of many hundreds of 
the prefent Charch of England Members, as 
well Minifters, asPeople.  ~ 

I might enter into the Hiftpry of that 
ftrange Monfter of Religious Politicks, the 
Book of Sports, an Original of which ] have 
by me, and perhaps I could rip up fome 
Faults of fome People, who are long fince 
gone to anfwerfor it in another Place, But, 
I am not at work torenew, but to bury old 
Miftakes 5 1am upon the Head of -recon- 
ciling, not widening our Breaches, and 
therefore'I throw a Vail over the Difafters 
of tchofe Times. 

Soon after thefe things, the unnatural and 
‘terrible Wars here began, and ‘the Parlias 
meat-Party prevailing, the Epifcopal Go- 
vérament, together wich the Habits, Cere: 
monies, and Pump of Worhhip, went down 
at once, and rhe victorious Peopte triumpt- 
ing over their Prince, with bim, dechron’d 
Epifcopacy, and {cc up Presbyterian Difci- 
pline. 

I thall not give a fuccin& Hiftory of Fad, 
there is no need of that here ; being bat jutl 
couching the Heads, uyon the Reftoration 


iia sce. 
would fuffer any thing, rather than comply 
with it. 


~ 


in the Pontificate, the Bi apd all the 


3 Catera’s of the Church of Emgland was. 
reftor’d, and then the other Party became 


Diffenters again. 


- King Charles TI. appointed a Conference E 


at the Savoy tofee, it (fay fome) the Pref- 
byterians could be brought to conform 5 
others fay, it was only a putting a fair Glofs 
on the-Matter, to have the better Pretence 
to fupprefs them. —_~ 

Here they again thew’d their Unwiiing- 
nels to feparate from the general Body, and 
fome of them went fofar, that Advantage is 
now taken of it to tell chem, they are Epif- 
copally enclin’d: But all would not do, Con- 


forming..was not the Defign; not drawing 


them in, but driving them out of the 

Church, and refolving to abate nothing, 

above 3500 Minifters were filenc’d, and dee 

pee iv the Kingdom of England in one 
ay* 

And here began the Article now in De- 
bate cati’d Diffenting, for the Minifters fec- 
ing theinfelves filenc’d at once, and fo hard- 
ly and unjutty dealt with, and the People 
follicicing them, refulv’d, that it wastheic 
‘Duty not to abandoa théir Flocks at the 
Command of Men, and whereas they were 


ftraightly charg’d with che Apoftle 86 preach 


no more inthas Nime, they an{wer'd with the 
fame Apoftle, whether it be right in she Sight 
of GOD, to obey GOD rather then Maz, 
Judge Se eee : 

"Upon this they gather’d Churches, fet up 
feparate Congregations, and being Mini- 
fiers rightly ordain’d, they made no Scruple 
to adminifter al! Ordinances of Worthip, 

- This the Grievance ! Je remains ‘to fee, 
whether rhe Caufe lies in the impofing in- 
tolerable and uajuftifiable Burthens, or in 


the refufing them and fetting themfelves ~ 


free. 
The End of all this is to come at the 
true Difference between all Sorts of Briti 

Protettants, how eafie to be Teconcil’d, and 
how a little Charity would cureicall—— 


MISCEL- 


Epileopacy return’d, and the Regele ulher’é. =a 


‘ 
, 


$ 


makes this Difcovrfe fo late, I donot love 
to fpeak any thing out ofits Time. | 

lobferve, great. Complaints have been 
made againft a late A& for the preventing 
Frauds committed by Bankrupts, and. that 
Amendments and Explanations are. made to 


the Bill: I cannot iearn yet of what Sort, ' 
bucitfeems, fome. Gentlerhen are mightily 
_ difappointed, that the Bill is not wholly re- 
-pealed ; Abundance of. Cheats, they fay, 

haven pra@tis'd, and yet 1 hear no Body ia- 


died for giving in falfe Accounts, and mae 
king imperfeét surrenders,. : 
indeed this Way of clamouring down A&s 


2 of Parliament has been @ too fuccefsful Pra- 


&ice, and the A& for twothirds in Number 
and Value was fo loft, tho’ the beft A& that- 


--éver England faw on that Head; afoll Dee 


monftration that. ‘tis nota good Law, but 
no Law fo Creditors, that thefe People 
wouldhave. 

This Law for Bankrupts, fay-they, has 
deliver’d a great. many Rogues, a-great 
many Cheats-have been praétis’d, Frauds, 
Briberies, &s. praétis’d, and Piskis‘s Cafe 
js trumpt Up upon the Clamour of it— 
I know butlittle of the Gafe, and am per- 
feily a Stranger-to boch Mr. B————=d and 
Him, and that I- know of, never faw them 


“in my Life—————Burt what’s that to the 


Law we are upon, that Cafe has no Relation 
to it, nor are any of the Proceedings ground- 
ed upon it, or were the Creditors ever re- 
ftrain’d in any thing by it ; of which I hall 
fay more hereafter. 
But if there are fo many Frauds commit: 
ted by Bankrupts, who have claim’d: the 


- Benefit of this A& ; ifthe Complaints are 
_ true, why is there no Profecution at Law 


yct, why no Indiétments at the old Baily, 
why no Bankrupt broughr to the Gallows 
yet, as by the Aét is provided ? 

- Fan give the World an Account of fere- 
ral Snares laid for che Lives of che diftreGs’d 
Bankrupt, where attempting to bring them. 


into the lizeral Sence of the AG. to. {wear- 


| MisceLLaNnea. 


] Am forry, my Diftance from the Town 2 


out allowing the Latitude in which ail Oaths 
Ought to.be taken: If half-a-Crown had’ 


_ been’due-to the Bankrupt, which he’ had 


Not.given in, tho’ innocently forgot, and 
no willful defigning Concealment intended, 
the poor Man fhould have been brought: up- 
on. the Stage tor bis Life, and yet the Cice 
cumfpeétion and Honeity of the ‘Perfon has 
prevented them. 


So bloody, fo barbarous is the Nucure-of 


9 


“ fome Men, fo tender are Creditors to theit 


Debtors in this Age, GOD Almighty grant 
them more Mercy, when they come ta ac 
count for the ten shoufand Tiients chéy owe 
in.anether Place, aad which chev are’ far tefs 
able to pay, than the meaneft Bankrupt in 
the Nation————_— os ‘ 
For my Part,.I know no A@ in the World, 
which the‘Debtor can be more particularly 
d-iny.or more -feverely treated on @ 


r 
Miftarriage, thanthis 5 and I casnot guefs, 


-what any Creditor cao defire, fe/s than Blood, 
of his Debtor, that this A@ does not furnith 


him with. - ee 
What the Amendments made to it are, 1 

yet know wot, and therefore cannot fay 

“much to it; perhaps there. may yet bea 


Time, -when it may come‘to be fpoken to- 


more feafonablysbut this I may {ay ‘to it now., 
that asthe Noife has beerffricherto the riua- 
ber of Barkrupts claiming Reliefby it,which. 
the Gazett has been throng’d with ; fobere- 
after I doubt. not, we fhall fee it propértiona- 
bly fil’d with the Advertifements of Cre- 
ditorsfummoning the Debtor to a Surrender 


upon his Peril,-and thefe things begin ta 


appear already. 


How Creditorsand Commiffiouers wil ule 


Men, that they firft compel to come in, and 


afrer expe@.a literal Oath froth,on the Ha- . 
zard of their Lives, 1 want exceedingly to - 


know, being wel) affur’d, no Man can fafely 
{wear it,’ and the honefteft-Man in the 


World may by it be fnar’d out of his Life;a- 


thing, I am fatisfy’d, the ParJiament never 
defiga’d ia it, and a thing, I have greg ee 
Re 


they have made a perfeét Surrender, with- 


Of which I fhalt 


ted, they defire— 
be larger in my next. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


ROPOSALS, for ReRaring the An 
tient Trade of Herring, and ocher 
Fithing- in ENGLAND, aie prepariog for 
the Prefs, whereby every Adventurer will 
in all probability reap-60, 80, or it may be 
Cent. per Cent. every Year for his Mony. If 
any Gentlemen ate difpos’d to contribute 
theic Thoughts, to the recovering this pe- 
culiat and proper National Trade, the Pro- 
pofer may be {poke with at the Three Turns 
in’ Fetter Lane,from § to6 in the Afternoon, 
this prefent 24%b of April ; and will grate- 
fully accept any offers that may further the 
famee The’Seafon drawing on. 


Preparing for the Prefs, and great Part of 
it finifhed, 

Compleat HISTORY OF THE 
A UNION. The Work will contain 
about 250 Sheets in Folio, to be finifh'd in fix 
Months from the UNION: Being an Ace 
count ofall the fruitlefs Attempts made in former 
Times for Uniting thefe pao with 4 
particular Account of el) the Tranfa&ions of 
the prefent Treaty, the many Comtrivances and 
vigorous Oppofitions ag ainft it, borb in England 
and. Scotland, whether within the Parliament 
er without. 

Extrafed ous of the original Records, Re- 
gifters, Fournals, and otber Authorities in 
both Kingdoms. 

With an Appendix, 

Containing an Abridgement of all the Al- 
serations made in the Laws, Trade, Cufloms 
and Conftitution of both Kingdoms by the 
UNION. 

By the Author of the True-Born-Englifhman. 

Propofals for Printing tbe [aid Book by 

Sutfcription, wil fpeedily be pubti(h’d, 

and in the mean Time - subjfcrip- 

sions are taken in by John Matthews, 

Printer bereuf. The’ Price is 208, in 

Quires, 5s. to be paid down. 
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fon tofay, many a Creditor has demonftra- 


j ; wet? “ay 


by Temple-Bar. At35.a Box, containing ; 
fes, ((eal'd up) with printed Directions. 


Thefe are togive Notice. 


“WHat MARY KIRLEUS, the;Wi- 

~ dowof FON KIRLEUVS, Son — 

of Dr. THO. KIRLEUS, a Sworn- 
Phylician, in ordinary to King Charles Il> 
Sells (rightly prepar’d)-his Famous Drink — 
and Pills; experienc’d above 50 Years to 
cure all Ulcers, Sores, Scabs, {tch, Scurf, — 
Scurvies, Leproties, Running of the Reins, t 
and the moft inveterate VENEREAL Dif- 
eafe, with all its attending Symptoms, with- — 
out Fluxing,°Confinemcnt, or deftrudlive 
Mercurial Preparatigns: Thefe incompara- 
ble Medicines need no Words to exprefs — 
their Virtues; the many miferable Ones 
that have been happily cured, after given 
over by others, fufficiently recommend — 
them as the moft Sovereign Remedy in the — 
World againft all fuch Malignities: She — 
cures many after Fluxing, and in Compaf- 
fion co the diftreffed, will deal according to 
the Patient’s Ability. The Drink’ is 35. 
the Quart, the Pill 15. the Box with Di- 
‘re&tions, and Advice Gratis. 
+44 She lives at the Golden-Ball'in 
Hand-Court, over againft great Turn- 

Stile in Holborn. 


#7 E Planet Mercury, being to pafs 

under the Sum, bis prefent 24th 
of April, which will be an appearance of. 
reat confequence in Aftronomy, all Perfons 
of Skill, and provided with Inftruments to 
obferve it, are defir'dto attend, to fee him en- 
ter on the Sun a little before Sun fh or if be 
be not then vifibie, to expe bis going off 
from the Sun’s Disk athis rifing next Morning. 
J. Matthews, im Little-Britain, sill recedve 
all Lesters without Charge t0 you. 


